
Pre-AP Precalculus 

2017-2018 Course Syllabus 

 
TEACHER      Robert Huffaker                                          Room: C113 

Email: huffakerr@ltisdschools.org             Conference:      A Day: 1st Period 
Voicemail: 533-5805                                                                B Day: 5th Period 

Prerequisite  Geometry and Algebra II 
           
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In precalculus, students continue to build on the K-8, Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry foundations as they expand their 

understanding through other experiences with mathematics.  Students will use symbolic reasoning and analytic methods to represent 

mathematical situations, express generalizations, analyze concepts, and articulate relationships among them.  Students will use 

functions, equations, and limits as useful tools for expressing generalizations, and as means for analyzing and understanding a broad 

variety of mathematical relationships.  Students will connect ideas from various fields of mathematics to model physical 

scenarios.  Students will use a variety of representations (graphic, numeric, analytic, and verbal) and tools, along with technology 

when appropriate, to model functions and equations, and to solve real world problems. 
COURSE CONTENT 
Pre-AP Precal will cover all content described in the Precalculus TEKS (available on TEA website), and additional topics as 

determined by the instructor and allowed by time constraints.  The four major themes of the course will be Trigonometry, Advanced 

Algebra, Limits, and Logical Reasoning.  There will be an emphasis on rigorous proof, and problem-solving skills. 
COURSE GOAL 
This is a Pre-AP course.  The goal of the class is to prepare students for AP Calculus and mathematics at the college level.  Compared 

to a regular Precalculus course, concepts will be studied more in-depth and assignments will include higher-order thinking 

skills.  There will be more frequent assessment of progress, and students will be presented with problems which assess not only 

comprehension, but application, analysis, and synthesis. 
TEXTBOOK 
Larson, Ron, and Hostetler, Robert. Precalculus with Limits. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 
Foerster, Paul. Precalculus With Trigonometry: Functions and Applications. Addison-Wesley, 1986. 
Ryan, Merilyn. Advanced Mathematics: A Precalculus Approach. Prentice Hall Mathematics, 1993. 
EXPECTATIONS (CLASS RULES)        

1)  Come to class on time, prepared to work, and willing to contribute to the class. 
2)  Respect the classroom environment. 
3)  Make productive use of all class time. 

Students who succeed in mathematics past Pre-AP Precal will have done these three things consistently throughout Pre-AP Precal. 

Students who do not meet these expectations detract from their own learning. Students who detract from the learning of their 

classmates will not continue in Pre-AP Precal. 
GRADING 
Quarter Grades:     40%—Formative Assessments (Homeworks 10%, Quizzes 30%) 
                                       60%—Summative Assessments (Tests and Projects) 
 
Semester Grades:  45%—1st 9-Week Grade 
                                       45%—2nd 9-Week Grade 
                                       10%—Semester Exam or Final Exam 
 

Daily Grades: 
 Homework will be given every class period with the exception of review days and test days. 

 There will be a quiz covering recent homeworks every class with the exception of test days and the first day of each unit. 

 Homework may be scored based on completion, accuracy, quality, or some mixture of the three, as determined by the 

instructor daily. 

 All assignments are due at the beginning of the next class period, unless otherwise stated by the teacher. Late homework 

will be accepted for half credit up to the unit test (or subsequent retest) 

 For classwork and homework, the expectation is that students will justify their solutions.  Unjustified solutions will not 

receive credit on an AP Exam; lack of justification will be penalized in this class to prepare students for an AP Exam next 

May. 

 All assignments, and solutions to the assignments, can be found through Schoology.   

Test Grades: In preparation for AP Exams next year, all tests will be timed.  Most will consist of a timed multiple choice section and a 

timed free response section.  Students must complete all tests and within the allotted time.  They are not allowed to come back at 



another time to finish a test or quiz. Students may retest for half the available points up to a 90.  In order to retest, students must 

have completed all homeworks from the unit and the test review. 
Academic Integrity: Cooperation with classmates is encouraged for homework. Students should be prepared to discuss their solutions 

to homework problems each day in class. Cooperation on quizzes, tests, and projects is not allowed, and is considered cheating. Any 

cell phone use during a test will also be considered cheating. See LTHS Honor Code for policies and procedures regarding academic 

dishonesty. 
CELL PHONE POLICY 
Cell phone use is strictly prohibited during lecture.  Inappropriate cell phone use in the classroom will result in the phone being turned 

in to the Assistant Principal’s office. 
ABSENCES 

 Students who have a planned absence (athletic event, school trip, dentist, etc.) must prepare for the absence by 

communicating with the instructor beforehand. Bare-bones lecture notes and homework assignments are always posted on the 

course calendar (which can be accessed through Schoology). Students who have an unplanned absence should notify the 

instructor of their absence via email before the end of the school day. Students who do not communicate with the instructor 

regarding missed classes risk falling behind. Pre-AP Precal is very incremental and moves quickly, so absences can be 

especially detrimental in this class. Students are encouraged to come to at least one morning session per class period missed 

to catch up on lessons and guided practice. We will follow the Student Handbook guidelines concerning absences and missed 

work. 

 Students who are absent on the day of a test will take a Late Test that will be different from the test given on the scheduled 

day. Late tests will not be returned until all grades are final for that test. 

 There are no makeup quizzes.  Missed quizzes will not be entered as a grade in the gradebook. 

 Students will take the test on the scheduled date when absent only on the day of the review. 

 When absent only on the day of a test, the student is expected to take the make-up test on the day they return. 

SUPPLIES 
 Pencils and pens, including a red pen for grading quizzes 

 Lots of paper  

 Graphing calculator (TI-84 strongly recommended) 

 3 ring binder with 12 dividers is strongly recommended 

TUTORING 
 Tutoring with the instructor is available before school (8:15-8:50) daily in C113. 

 Tutoring with the instructor is available after school and during lunch by appointment only. 

 NHS tutoring is available XXX.  The tutors are top students from advanced math classes. 

 Tutoring with the instructor is, by far, the best way to improve performance in Pre-AP Precal. 

GRAPHING CALCULATORS 
Use of a graphing calculator is required during the AP Calculus Exam, and will be necessary throughout this course. My personal 

recommendation is the TI-84, since that’s what I’ll be using for in class examples and demonstrations, but TI-83, TI-89, and other 

common graphing calculators will work as well. The list of approved calculators for the AP Exam can be found on the College Board 

website. Students will practice and master calculator tasks required for AP Calculus throughout the year.  In order to ease the 

transition to AP Calculus and prevent a student from having to buy multiple calculators, only calculators approved by the College 

Board will be allowed for tests in Pre-AP Precal. 
 
CHANGES TO COURSE SYLLABUS 
Any change or addition to the course syllabus will be announced in writing as an update on the class Schoology page. 
 


